
The Oregon Knife Collectors Association 2009 Club Knife by Bill Ruple

This knife is the Prototype with stag handles. The knife offered will have jig bone handles.
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This year we are offering a Bill Ruple handmade folding
pocketknife for members of the OKCA. This knife will be a Trapper
pattern. It will be the first-ever OKCA custom Club knife that is a
two blade pattern. The main blade will be a clip point, and the
second will be a spey blade. It will have a double bolster and handles
of jigged bone.

Bill Ruple knives are highly sought after, and this is a special
opportunity for our Club which has been honored by Bill Ruple.
There has already been considerable interest in this offering, and
several persons have committed to purchase this knife.

This limited edition of 25 knives will be serial numbered, year dated
and marked as Oregon Knife Collectors’ knives. These knives are
only available to Oregon Knife Club members.

Delivery will be at theApril 2009 Oregon Show.

This is a fund raising project for the OKCA so help out and also
make an investment in what will soon be a very desirable knife to
own.These knives will go fast so don’t delay.

The price on this limited edition knife is $750. Payment will be
expected at the time of order.

Oregon Knife Collectors’
2009 Club Knife

Name____Sold Out______________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City __________________ State ___________ Zip ___________

Bill Ruple knife ____________ quantity.

Total amount enclosed __________________

Please add $20 for shipping if you will not able to pick up this knife
at the Show on April 18-19, 2009.

In the 1920s Remington introduced
the six bladed R3843 camp or utility
knife. This knife was often referred
to as part of the bullet series. On the
standard bullet series, there was a
profile of the bullet, but this R3843
shield was referred to as the base of
the bullet. The bullet was taken from
the 30 Remington cartridge.

Now six degrees of separation refers
to the idea that, if a person is one step
away from each person they know,
and two steps away from each person
who is known by one of the people
they know, then everyone is an
average of six "steps" away from
each person on earth. The resulting
theory is that of “Six Degrees of
Separation”— the notion that anyone
can form a chain of personal contacts
leading to any other person, with no
more than six links in the chain.

So what do these two thoughts have to do about knives, you might ask?
The shield, medallion or base of the bullet on the R3843 knife has a
slight problem. Many of these shields had an “oops” in the letter “N.”
Because it was not obvious, it is possible there might have been a
hundert bazillion of these shields that got into the marketplace.
Whoever the person was that perpetrated this “oops” has to have a
genetic relative that now lives in Eugene, Oregon.

I have ridden the bike trail in Eugene
for many years and right next to the
Valley River Inn is a series of steps
that lead from the parking area to the
bike trail; and as a caution, a sign
was painted on the wall to warn bike
riders not to ride the ramp. Or more
succinctly to “Walk Bikes On
Ramp.” It seems obvious to me that
if I were to start a quest as to the sign
painter in Eugene and were to trigger
the “six degrees of separation
theory” then it should lead back to
the person at Remington that popped
the backwards “N” on the shield of
the R3843 knife.

Now the Valley River Inn is the
partner we have for our
visitors who come to theApril
Knife Show in Eugene,
Oregon. I should think that if
the Remington collectors
s ta r ted t a lk ing to the
employees at the Valley River
Inn and start the ball rolling,
then we would know who it
was that did the bike ramp
thing and who it was that did
the Remington thing. Better
yet it might be fashionable
when you visit Eugene to
have your picture taken at the bike ramp with a specimen of the R3843
knife. Just like standing in front of the Washington monument.

Remington’s Gene Pool to Eugene
ibdennis
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