KNEWSLETTTER
IN A K NUTSHELL

It is all about the

OKCA Show
Our international membership is happily involved with “Anything that goes ‘cut’!”
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The 2015 OKCA Show
ibdennis
It was the best-est of Shows. It was the neatest
of Shows. It was the enjoyable-est of Shows.
It felt good, and everyone with whom I spoke
felt the same way. There was no blood letting
that came to our attention nor were there the
reports of missing knives or missing children.
I heard numerous compliments on the displays
that were surrounding the room, and those
compliments were also heard about the award
knives that were specially made for this event.
The theme of
Japanese cutlery
from swords to
kitchen
cutlery
seemed to spark
tremendous interest with the
crowds that came to the Show.
And there were crowds. The
demonstrations
were
well
attended; and for a few minutes I
got to watch the fencing that was
done in period armor. I would
guess that about 100 spectators
who were amazed at this
demonstration. The seminars, Use
Of A Knife In The Kitchen and How To Sharpen A Knife are
always crowd pleasers. If you did not stop to see the collection
of Japanese swords on the north wall, you really missed a lot.
These sword blades were the best of the best.
I think that we will have a nurse on site again if possible as this
was a good omen, since there were no calls for her assistance.
This was unlike last year where I followed blood droplets
on two occasions. Blood thinners and cuts do not work well
together. The knife is the only winner and is unscathed but in
need of cleaning.
Elayne and ibdennis were their usual selves ﬁelding 100
bazillion questions and keeping the Show on schedule.
Organizational skills for sure. Tim Cooper was his usual
outstanding person keeping the facilitators on the lookout
and greeting all our visitors. The nurse in waiting was

Ana Cooper who was excellent in her work as to not being
needed. The Board Members did an outstanding jawb of
supporting all aspects of putting on the Show and making it
happen. This year we discovered how to present a true memento
of the organization’s appreciation by providing silver medallions
to those who had helped provide for our Show during the past
year: demonstrators, displayers, judges, makers who completed
the award knives and writers for our Knewslettters.
Continued on page 2

continued from page 1
Spyderco Knives again showed how much they are a friend
of the Oregon Knife Show by donating super special knives
to our table-holders. To my friends Gail and Sal Glesser I
want to thank you for opening my eyes to challenge coins, and
the role that Spyderco plays with our military and our Oregon
Show.
We lost our photographer from last year so the scramble was
on to get photography at the Show. Just by happenstance
I discovered George Filgate who had never before taken a
picture of a knife. His samples really looked good, and he
thought he would be up to the challenge. To help him get a feel
for knives, I gave him all the display award knives to picture.
It did not take long for him to discover materials and curves
and angles are everywhere in a knife and move a tenth of an
inch and the dynamics are altered. George did well as shown
by the handmade knife photos in this issue. And he said he had
fun. Between George and myself, we took over 700 pictures
at the Show. This Knewslettter barely covers a trickle of these
pictures.
Our Show has been called a very large Show. In trying to
put this into perspective, I did the math on our 360 tables to
determine how long one could spend at each table and say they
saw the whole Show. If one just did Saturday, you could only
spend 1.5 minutes at each table to take in the whole Show. So
if you decided you would like to spend all three days at the
Show and see every table, you would have a leisurely four
minutes to visit and see every table. How did you do?
We had three major goals when we started having OKCA
Shows. One was to make it a family affair The second was
to encourage world class museum quality cutlery displays
at the Show. The third was to have a Show that was diverse
and well organized. The 2015 Show met all that criteria. And
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then some. Tim Cooper walked the Show with four boxes of
chocolate trufﬂes to give to just the ladies present. Other than
the ones Tim ate, this accounted for 240 trufﬂes for me ladies.
And tootsie pops.... how about 1000. Who knows how many
candy mints and suck-ables were consumed.
Forty years of Shows at the Lane Events Center (alias
Fairgrounds) was quite an honor for us. The staff of the Lane
Events Center went the extra mile and brought us two large
cakes that helped us celebrate this mile stone event. There was
no problem ﬁnding a knife to cut the cakes, and the long line of
our membership allowed many to take a bite of the celebration
cake. Thank you LEC for recognizing our organization. I doubt
whether many other events can claim this longevity.
The ofﬁcial opening of the Show started with Steve Allely
playing his bagpipes. We have had numerous events over the
years to open our Show, but the favorite one is the bagpipes.
The best way to summarize the Show is with pictures with
which to relive the event or for those unable to attend, to see
the Show this way. So this Knewslettter will give you a graphic
review. This is the last Knewslettter until September. Elayne
and I take a summer hiatus to catch our breath and prepare for
the 2016 season. Our next meeting is May 20, Wednesday, at
the Sizzler restaurant. Unofﬁcial gatherings will occur on the
third Wednesday of June, July and August at the Sizzler. The
usual show-n-tell will happen.
Oh, by the way, it appears that we broke even ﬁnancially which
is a good thing. Still some bills out there. The Silent Auction
was good to us. and the gate was good and was even with last
year it appears. We sold out on the 2015 Great Eastern Whittler
Club Knife. Our membership is at 1400 which is also a good
thing.
It was the best-est of Shows and to capture the memories is
priceless.

The Seek-Re-Tary
Report
elayne

The 2015 OKCA Show is over. All
seemed to go even more smoothly than
in year’s past, and for that I must thank
all of the individuals who helped in
our endeavors to create an atmosphere
of
sharing,
interest,
education,
entertainment and fun. I believe all of
those goals were attained.
Thank you to the helpers who labeled
the tables and put up signs Friday a.m. in
preparation for the table-holders’ arrival.
Thank you Spyderco for your generous
gift to the table-holders who attended our
Show. We are very appreciative. Thank
you Barbara Kyle and Sue Myers who
greeted our table-holders and distributed
the packets with the table-holder badges
and table locations. Thank you to the
facilitators: Robert Chandler, Eric
Cooper, Shannon Cooper, Tim Cooper,
Tim Cooper Jr, Davey Jones, Richie
Perry and Jeff Sward, who stood watch
throughout the Show, answered the
multitudes of questions and directed our
visitors to their desired destinations. The
courtesy and professionalism that they
exhibit is a testament to the direction of
the leader of the pack (Tim Cooper).
A very special thank you to Glenda Brown
who assisted at the Club Table and
coordinated the Silent Auction and
Ana Cooper who did triple duty at the
Club Table, door duty and nurse-on-call.
Cannot help but think she was our good
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luck charm this year; no emergency
called her away such as we had during the
2014 Show. Thank you to Erin Bucklew
and Cindy Bristol, the gatekeepers, who
greeted our visitors at the door. Thank
you Robin Lucia and Grace Mikolyski
for your help with the varied tasks that
you were presented. You kept smiling
through it all.
An especial thank you to Ray Ellingsen.
He coordinated the Japanese Cutlery
theme for our 2015 Show, yet he was
always available when I called and
even greeted me with a smile when he
asked difﬁdently what I now wanted
him to do. Thank you ofﬁcers of the
OKCA: Joshua Hill, Craig Morgan,
John Priest and ibdennis. Thank you to
Brian Huegel who solicited donations
for the Silent Auction.
Thank you to the custom knifemakers
who completed the display award knives
(see listing in this Knewslettter) (thank
you Gene Martin for your coordination
of this event), the demonstrators (see
listing this Knewslettter), the displayers
(see listing this Knewslettter), the
judges of the displays, the judges of
the handmade knife competition, the
members and the table-holders who
attended the Show, and also to those
who contributed door prize items and
items for the Silent Auction. Thank you
to all who stopped at the Club Table and
expressed their enjoyment and said a
thank you to us for the fun time you had
at the Show. It is the fuel that keeps us
going.
On Friday the Lane Events Center Staff

(Corey, Elizabeth, Randy and
Ron) very graciously provided
several cakes to the OKCA for
its 40 years of attendance at
Lane Events (beginning when
it was called the Lane County
Fair Grounds). It was the most
pleasant of surprises, and a great
honor to us. We know it was a very
unique and rare acknowledgment
to one of your clients. As always the
Staff was also very responsive to any of
our needs. All we had to do was call, and
they were there. Thank you.
Not all of the numbers have been
calculated. Still some bills to arrive.
The attendance was good thanks
to the advertising coordinated by
Grace Mikolyski. The Silent Auction
raised $5,000.00, and all the 2015 Club
Knives sold (thank you Roy Humenick
for your coordination of this event). We
pre-sold 49 tables for 2016 (most of the
table-holders were so busy at their tables
they did not have the time to pay for
2016). We sold 108 memberships (57
single and 51 family).
The last meeting before the summer
hiatus will be Wednesday, May 20, at the
Sizzler Restaurant at Gateway. During
the summer we will have show-n-tell on
the third Wednesday of each month, but
no meeting.
Have a glorious and enjoyable summer.
See you at Kelso this fall for the
Northwest Knife Collectors Show, the
December 5 Show in Eugene or the
April 8, 9, 10, 2016 Show in Eugene.
Best wishes.
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Handmade Knife Competition
Best in Show

There were 60 entries into the categories
for competition by custom makers.
Plaques were awarded to the makers and
were engraved by Chuck Richards.

Damascus
Mareko Maumasi Tenino WA

Bowie
Jeff Murison North Plains OR

Art Knife
Harold Moeller Parksville BC

Fighting
Chuck Richards Salem OR

Miniature

Folding

John Coleman Citrus Heights CA

John Davis Selah WA

New Maker
Michael Faber Reno NV

Hand Forged
Theo Eichorn Grants Pass OR

Hunter Utility
Chuck Richards Salem OR
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Event Coordinator John Priest
Photography by George Filgate

Displays at the Show
There were 20 museum quality displays at the 2015 Show. Awards were presented for the following displays and displayers.
The displayers choose one of the display award knives which were completed from the 2014 blanks for the 2015 Show.
Individual and City

Display Title

Knife Chosen and City of MakerWEST-

Dale Larson - Woodinville WA

The Edwin Forrest Bowie Knife

Steve Goddard - Eugene OR

Sid Suedmeier - Nebraska City NE

Frank Richtig and Related Items

Jeremy Spake - Portland OR

Ron Carriveau - Concord CA

Japanese Swords of WWII

Gary Griffin - Bend OR

Dave Schultz - Milwaukie OR

Sunday Knives

Cameron House - Salem OR

Ted Fitzwater - Lebanon OR

The Kurka and His Kukri

David Kurt - Molalla OR

Dave Schmiedt - Stockton CA

Indonesian and Philippine Swords

John Coleman - Citrus Heights CA

Jim Pitblado - Long Beach CA

Remington Official Boy Scout Knives

Ed Schempp - Ephrata WA

Ed Holbrook - Oregon City OR

Scout Knives

Craig Morgan - Eugene OR

Rick Wagner - Eugene OR

US Cutlass’s From the Civil War

Gene Martin - Williams OR

Mike Adamson - Boise ID

Display Knives

Blair Todd - Gresham OR

Mike Kyle - Cheshire OR

Remington Bullet Knives and Posters

Sterling Radda - Grants Pass OR

Best Japanese Cutlery tanto - Elayne Ellingsen - Eugene OR - Jim Ort - Scottsdale AZ
Best Japanese Sword wakizashi - Elayne Ellingsen - Eugene OR - Lynn Moore - Fall Creek OR
Best Display Award Knife - Jeremy Spake - Portland OR

Thank you to all who displayed at the 2015 Show:
- Mike Adamson - BK Brooks - Ron Carriveau - Fred Coleman - Bryce Dollinger - Ted Fitzwater - R Terry Gail - James Gedlick
- Ed Holbrook - Barbara Kyle - Michael Kyle - Dale Larson - Mareko Maumasi - Jim Pitblado - Dave Schmiedt - Dave Schultz
- Sid Suedmeier - Rick Wagner
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Contributions

Many companies and individuals
contribute knife-related items and
ﬁnancial support to the Oregon Knife
Collectors Association Annual Show.

Silent Auction and door prize items are
displayed prominently during the course
of the Show. Door prizes are awarded
by drawing to the public who have paid
Show admission.

The contributors to our organization
are listed on our web page http://www.
oregonknifeclub.org

The following is a list of the people and companies who have contributed to the OKCA:
Al Mar Knives
Bram Frank CSSD
Browning
Bob Burtscher
M. D. Caldwell
CAS Iberia
Charlie Campagna
Columbia River Knife & Tool
Condor Tool/Imacasa
Jose Diaz
Diamond Machining Technology
Epicurean
James Hill - Cutco Cutlery
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Joshua Hill Oregon Paracord Knife & Tool
Howi Inc
Steve Huey
Brian Huegel - Country Knives
Ka-Bar Knives
KAI - Kershaw
Klecker Knives
Leatherman Tool
Marv Loy
Erik Remmen
Mark Rotella
Ed Schempp

Martin Schempp
Mike Silvey
Stratus Culinary
Victoronix Swiss Army
Jim Walker - Walker Wax
Dan Westlind
White River Knife & Tool
Jerry Whitmore - K & G Products
Wusthof Trident of America
XiKar Inc
A special thank you to Brian Huegel
who solicited the companies which
contributed to our event.

Display Award Knives
Gene Martin

For many years the Club has presented
awards for 12 of the many displays
around the room during the April Show.
Why the number was set at 12 awards
has been lost to the sands of time. While
all the displays are outstanding, 12 are
recognized as the best in presentation.
Those 12 best displays receive an award.
Twenty years or more ago various custom
makers were solicited for a donation
of a knife to be used as an award. That
practice became a bit more standardized
in 2004 when we used the blades from
the blade grinding competition.
That progressed to our present system
to use a standardized blade shape. The
makers who volunteer to do a display
award knife use their own creativity to
interpret a knife from that blade shape.
While the interpretations vary wildly
and spectacularly, the basic blade shape
is the same regardless of maker.

In 2013 a new
dimension
was added to
the
display
award knives.
A competition
is held for
Best Display
A w a r d
Knife.
As
coordinator of
this particular
event, I don’t envy the judges. This
competition is really a keen one.
During the awards ceremony, the award
knives are displayed in clear acrylic
tubes. The winners are announced one at
a time. Each winner comes forward and
selects which knife is his prize. Then the
maker recognized for the Best Display
Award Knife is announced, and both
maker and knife winner are surprised
together.

I really urge everyone to view the
knives prior to the ceremony in future
OKCA Shows. They are displayed in
the front of the Showroom. Witness for
yourself some of the really fantastic
work displayed by our knifemaker
members. The 2015 knives can be seen
on the Oregon Knife Collectors web site.
www.oregonknifeclub.org
Thank you to all who volunteered and are
volunteering to complete these very special
knives. It is our way to merge the worlds of
knifemaking and the knife collecting.

We express our appreciation to the custom knifemakers who completed 2014 blade blanks for the 2015 Display Award Knives.

John Coleman - Citrus Heights CA
Gary Grifﬁn - Bend OR
Cameron House - Salem OR
David Kurt - Molalla OR
Steve Goddard - Eugene OR
Gene Martin - Williams OR
Lynn Moore - Fall Creek OR
Craig Morgan - Eugene OR
Jim Ort - Scottsdale AZ
Sterling Radda - Grants Pass OR
Ed Schempp - Ephrata WA
Jeremy Spake** - Portland OR
Blair Todd - Gresham OR

Gene Martin - Williams OR - Event coordinator
Jerry Whitmore - Oakland OR - Engraving
**Best Display Knife - Jeremy Spake - Portland OR

Gene Martin has distributed the 2015 blanks which will be finished for the 2016 Show.
Those individuals are as follows:
Marti Brandt - Springﬁeld OR
Bob Crowder - Thompson Falls MT
José Diaz - Ellensburg WA
Theo Eichorn - Grants Pass OR
Steve Goddard - Eugene OR
Gary Grifﬁn - Bend OR
Cameron House - Salem OR
Jim Jordan - Junction City OR
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Gene Martin - Williams OR
Craig Morgan - Eugene OR
Sterling Radda - Grants Pass OR
Jeremy Spake - Portland OR
Blair Todd - Gresham OR
Bryan Wages - Eugene OR
Pat Wojciechowski - Portland OR
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These are the People who help to make the
2015 Oregon Knife Show possible
Ofﬁcers
dennis
elayne
Craig Morgan
Joshua Hill
John Priest
Knewslettters
Michael Bell
B.K. Brooks
Bob Cook
Tim Cooper Sr.
Larry Davis
Theo Eichorn
Martin Drivdahl
Ray Ellingsen
John A. Larsen
Bernard Levine
Sally Martin
Owen McCullen
Rick Miller
Jim Pitblado
Eric Remmen
Herb Rockey
Mike Silvey
Merle Spencer
Ronald Torres
Art Tyler
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Demonstrations
Martin Brandt
Murray Carter
Bram Frank
Bob Hergert
Joshua Hill
Howard Hoskins
Lynn Moore
Dave Rider
Martin Schempp
Display Award Knives
John Coleman
Steve Goddard
Gary Grifﬁn
Cameron House
David Kurt
Gene Martin
Lynn Moore
Craig Morgan
Jim Ort
Sterling Radda
Ed Schempp
Jeremy Spake
Blair Todd
Jerry Whitmore

Special
Steve Allely
Cindy Bristol
Glenda Brown
John Brown
Bryan Christensen
Ana Cooper
Tim Cooper
Terry Davis
Peter Faust
George Filgate
Eric Glesser
Sal Glesser
Wayne Goddard
Robert Golden
Bill Harsey
Howard Hoskins
Brian Huegel
Jim Hayden
Brian Huegel
Roy Humenick
Robin Lucia
Grace Mikolyski
Sue Myers
Ole Olson
Chuck Richards
Mark Zalesky

Displays
Mike Adamson
B. K. Brooks
Ron Carriveau
Fred Coleman
Bruce Dollinger
Ted Fitzwater
R. Terry Gail
James Gedlick
Ed Holbrook
Barbara Kyle
Michael Kyle
Dale Larson
Mareko Maumasi
Jim Pitblado
Dave Schmeidt
Dave Schultz
Sid Suedmeir
Rick Wagner
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The views and opinions implied or expressed herein by authors and advertisers are not necessarily those of the Oregon Knife Collectors Association, its editors, or its ofﬁcers; and no
responsibility for such views will be assumed. The OKCA, its ofﬁcers and its editors assume no responsibility for claims of advertisers for the quality of goods and services the advertiser
provides. The act of mailing or delivering a manuscript or advertisement shall constitute an express warranty on the part of the contributor that the material is original and in no way an
infringement upon the rights of others. The act of mailing or delivering a letter or question to the editor shall constitute permission to publish the letter or portion thereof unless the Oregon
Knife Collectors Association is informed otherwise in that letter. This Knewslettter is devoted to the general interest of the knife community and does not include personal information such
as births, deaths and illness. We also strive to use only material that is directed to the world of cut. Our charter mandates that our mailing list of the membership cannot be sold or used by
other than the Oregon Knife Collectors Association.

OKCA Club

Whot-zits & Whos Zits

Craig Morgan
President (541)345-0152

Joshua Hill
Master at Arms (503)580-8998

John Priest
Vice President (541)517-2029

Dennis Ellingsen
Show Chairman (541)484-5564

Elayne Ellingsen
Sec/Tres. (541)484-5564

Knewslettter by elayne & dennis
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Web page --- http://www.oregonknifeclub.org/
Club email --- okca@oregonknifeclub.org

Letters to......
OKCA P O Box 2091 Eugene OR 97402
Packages to........
OKCA 3003 W 11 Ave PMB 172 Eugene OR 97402
Copyright (C) 2015 Oregon Knife Collectors Association.
No part of this Knewslettter may be reproduced without
permission of the OKCA.
Layout and printing by instaprint 1208 W. 6th - Eugene, OR 97402 Phone (541)686-8591
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The Knewslettter

Oregon Knife Collectors Association
PO Box 2091
Eugene, OR 97402

Japanese Show Awards 2015

Trade Knives for 2016

There were two
categories
of
Japanese
edged
implements to be
judged for the 2015
Show. One was the
Japanese
sword;
the other, Japanese
cutlery. Basically it came down to items under 12 inches and items
over 12 inches. In the under-twelve-inch category, the winner was
a tanto. A Japanese sword under 24 inches, but over 12 inches, is
referred to as a wakizashi; an implement over 24 inches is called
a katana. A wakizashi was judged best in the sword category. The
winning wakizashi
was a sword dating
from the mid 1800s
and was in shira
saya (without handle
or ornaments) and
was signed by the
maker. The tanto was
modern, made by Michael Bell in 2007. This tanto captures the old
world ﬂavor of a period tanto. The judging of these items was done
without knowledge of the names of the individuals who submitted
them. This needs to be explained, as the winner in both categories
was Elayne Ellingsen.

The theme of the 2016 Show will be “Trade Knives.” The blank
pattern that will be enhanced by our knifemaker community is
patterned after a Prussian Crown Butcher Trade Knife dating back to
the 1800s. Our September Knewslettter will have an article relating
to the deﬁnition of “trade knives” which is open to interpretation. In a
short word we can call them North America Native American Knives
that were used for every conceivable use by the Native Americans.
Ray Ellingsen will be heading up this theme, and Gene Martin is
the coordinator for the custom blanks and knifemakers who will be
making these knives.
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